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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Friends 

I wish a Happy New Year to all of you. I hope God has been kind to 
you, showering you with His blessings for the New Year just 
started. 

I hope you all had a good Christmas season and that all your plans 
went smoothly as you wished. 

As you now take stock of what the past year has been for you, you 
also need to look forward as to what the New Year brings, what 
resolutions you have made for this year and how you are going to 
achieve those. 

Mine was a year of mixed blessings overall, my successful knee 
operation, but then then discovering Mum’s cancer diagnosis and 
ongoing treatment, and then the joy of my son and his girl friend 
announcing their engagement on Christmas Day! 

We think of those who passed away last year and those in 
hospital.  We pray for God’s grace and blessings to be with them as 
they endure time in hospital and for speedy recovery so that they 
may be able to be back home. 

Many of us took part in the Covenant service at the beginning of 
January. We committed ourselves to serving God, giving of 
ourselves and all we have to serve him. Let it not be just a recital of 
what the service/liturgy expects us to say, but that we meant every 
word we said during the service. Indeed, we always are in need of 
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volunteers to do things for the church. We need hands, brains, 
those who have skills to offer. Even if it’s the ministry of presence, 
being around and giving a helping hand where needed, it is 
acceptable. Approach the church stewards and offer your time to 
do whatever may need doing. Don’t be shy and don’t look down on 
yourself. Your church needs your input. May I urge you to do 
something about it; the more people we have available to do some 
chores/duties the less heavy will be the burden on the few that are 
always doing stuff. 

May I take this opportunity to thank all those who were involved in 
the preparations for Christmas, carols, the Christmas concert and 
Messy Church, refreshments. All your effort and input were worth it 
and is highly appreciated. Please keep it up and hoping next time 
round there will be more hands to go around. May the Lord 
continue to bless you. 

Love and Peace 

Tanya 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

This year’s World Day of Prayer service in Roundhay will take 
place at Lidgett Park Methodist church on Friday March 3rd at 
10:30 am. The service has been prepared by women of Taiwan on 
the theme of “I have heard about your faith”. All are very welcome. 
See you there!  

Pat Nolan

PRAYER 
Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 
His watchword at the gates of death: 
He enters heaven with prayer. 
James Montgomery 1771-1854
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Shadwell & Lidgett Park Methodist 
Church February Half -Term Messy 

Church
 You’re invited to join us for crafts, songs and

 stories, friends & fun

For children aged 4- 11 years old (younger 
siblings are welcome!)

 Wednesday 15th February at 2.00pm

Shadwell Methodist Church, Main Street, Shadwell

Join us for some fun!

Messy Church is a family event so please bring an 
adult with you!
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Teddy Praise

Join us with your under 5’s in 
sharing songs and active stories 

about Jesus in the church at 
Lidgett Park.

All are welcome, for fun and 
laughter with a simple activity to 

take home. 
Bring your teddy along too!

Thursdays 11.30am for 15 minutes 
on:

March 2nd, April 20th, May 18th, 
June 15th, July 13th
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 

Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 
  5  Feb 10.30 Mr Grenville Jensen  
  16.00 Circuit Service  Venue tbc  
12  Feb 10.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
19  Feb 10.30 Revd Mark Stennett   
26  Feb 08.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
  10.30 Revd John Sadler 
  18.30 Revd Tanya Short  Ecumenical  

Shadwell: 
  5  Feb   9.30 Mr Andy Birkett 
  16.00 Circuit Service  Venue tbc   
12  Feb   9.30  Mr John Clay 
19  Feb   9.30 Mr Ted Britton   
26  Feb   9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion  
       & Cafe Service 

Messy Church 16.00 on Wednesday 15th Feb 

Circuit Services: at the time of writing the venue is to be 
confirmed 

I was glad when they said unto me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 

BOOK REVIEW 

WAKING UP TO GOD by  Neil Richardson 

Most of you reading this review will remember Neil from his time 
as Minister at Lidgett  and won’t need any persuasion to read this, 
his latest book. That’s good because it is an excellent book and 
you won’t be disappointed. For those of you who would like a bit 
more persuasion it is a bit hard to know where to begin but I will 
have a go. 
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Neil sets out his stall at the beginning with a preface and 
Introduction . The Preface briefly covers his life story and is 
fascinating for those of us who know him. And Lidgett Parkers will 
be delighted to find that our dear, sadly missed friend Donald 
Nicholson makes an early appearance. Then the  Introduction sets 
out the main themes of the book; roughly stated these are:  what is 
it to be human ?; what is to be our future and does God exist?; and 
how does our answer to this question affect our response to the 
first two questions?. This sounds heavy stuff but the book is very 
easy and enjoyable to read. 

The book goes on to look at these questions covering God, The 
Bible, Jesus, St Paul (probably inevitable in a book by Neil!) , the 
future of the Church and the future of the planet, all in a matter of 
150 odd pages. 

It is  a wild ride with ideas thrown out like sparks from a 
grindstone . There are enough issues raised to keep  a discussion 
group occupied for years.  That is my only real criticism that it all is 
rather overwhelming. I hope Neil will return to deal with some of 
these issues in more detail in a later book or books 
Will you enjoy this book? yes. will you agree with everything Neil 
says? no. Will it make you think? it certainly will. 

So if you are trying to choose between buying Prince Harry’s 
memoirs or Richard Osman’s latest pot-boiler do yourself a favour 
and buy Waking Up To God instead. You won’t regret it. 

Ed Dodman  
P.S. As I get a mention in the acknowledgements I  probably should 
point out that  I don’t receive  any royalties from sales of this book!.

PRAYER 
A good prayer, though often used, is still fresh and fair in in the 
eyes and ears of heaven. 
Thomas Fuller, (1608-1661)
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RACHEL ELIZABETH MOUNSEY. 15.02.1924- 11.12.2022 
  
My mother Rachel died on December 
11th 2022 in St Gemma’s Hospice after 
a long and eventful life. Born the 8th of 
9 siblings to a Welsh mining family; her 
father looked after pit ponies. Money 
was tight so her mother worked as a 
painter and decorator, which in those 
days was not the norm! When she was 
17 her father died of emphysema. This 
was early in World War 2, and she 
joined the army, becoming a sergeant 
by the age of 19, firing guns at enemy 
aircraft. There she met John and they 
married in 1945. He was a learner 
forester, his training having been 

interrupted by the war. He got a forestry job in mid Wales where I 
was born, followed four years later by my brother.  
  
In 1952 they went to Northern Rhodesia, now Zambia. At that time 
men went first, wives and children followed after several months. I 
look back with admiration at this young woman with two small 
children who set off on a journey of two weeks by sea followed by 
five days by train, and doubt if I could have faced it! Both parents 
were much involved in the church there, and during that time my 
youngest brother was born. 
  
In 1970 they returned to Britain, where my father got a job in the 
forestry department of Aberdeen University. Again the church was 
a major part of life. On retirement in 1986 they moved to Leeds to 
be near to family, and joined Lidgett Park church where Rachel 
was much involved with Women’s Fellowship and the Leprosy 
Mission. Always a talented craftswoman, her Nativity and Easter 
tableaux are still in regular use in church. 
  
In 1991 she was unexpectedly widowed and lived alone for 31 
years. As she became more frail it was a huge advantage to have 
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her living nearby. Her terminal diagnosis in June was a huge shock 
to her, but she went home with an excellent care package and we 
all managed well for a few months, but sadly inevitable 
deterioration made it   impossible to care for her adequately at 
home. Her final two and a half weeks were spent in St Gemma’s, 
where far flung family were able to say their goodbyes in person. 
Her brain remained as sharp as ever until her final two days, when 
I think……….I hope…….she was unaware of what was 
happening, finally dying peacefully on the Sunday afternoon. 
People of all ages will miss her, church members and neighbours 
alike. She remained very much part of the area.  
R.I.P. Rachel. 
Pat Nolan

GEOFF WALKER 17.07.1935 - 12.11.2022 

Geoff was born in Shadwell and remained a 
popular and prominent member of the village for 
the rest of his life. This was reflected in the 
large number of people who attended his 
funeral. He was a keen member and office 
holder of Probus Clubs in Oakwood and 
Shadwell and an active 
member of Shadwell 
Methodist Church. He was a 
keen hill walker and often led 

local groups on walks. He was also an 
accomplished player on the keyboard and was 
planning to entertain the Shadwell Probus Club 
at their 35th  lunch before his illness overtook 
things and made this impossible. 

Many people in the area knew Geoff and had 
made use of his skills as a carpenter and joiner 
over the years. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, 
Margaret, and his beloved family. 

Stan Pearson
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A SERIES OF MEDITATIONS 

Tom Alexander has written a series of meditations over his time as 
a Methodist local preacher. I used one of these in the December 
issue of the Link and I am planning to use selected ones over the 
months to come. The one for this month underlines the importance 
of the church and how we can maintain an effective presence in our 
communities. 

Tom’s meditations form a coordinated collection covering all 
aspects of his Christian belief, but to put them all in the Link month 
by month as single articles would take a long time and In 
discussion with Tom we will also try to bring all the meditations 
together in a single booklet which can then be made available to 
people. Editor 

OUR SPIRITUAL HOMES 

I recently revisited a Methodist church in a market town. From 
looking rather unwelcoming it had been transformed. To the right 
was a large herbaceous garden and to the left a wide attractively 
paved area. The exterior door was now light oak with glass panels. 

With expectation, I entered the beautifully decorated church and to 
my surprise saw twenty very elderly people sitting at round tables 
on comfortable padded seats, many of the chairs having arms. A 
less usual layout, but accessible and with plenty of room to place 
hymn books and later mugs of tea or coffee. They made me very 
welcome. Helping were three much younger people. 

Looking at the Plan I noticed that the membership was still thirty in 
number and I mentioned this to steward who pointed out that as the 
elderly had left they had been replaced. The church held various 
activities for the elderly and also hosted a group for children. How 
good it was to see how this church provided for the spiritual needs 
of the elderly who in their younger days most likely did great work 
for the kingdom. 



10

In these larger towns with several Methodist churches it is 
possible for each church to meet the needs of different groups of 
people. In smaller towns the church could hold several services to 
meet the different needs or vary the type of service from Sunday 
to Sunday. 

 An elderly Local Preacher, was like a second father to me. When 
his wife died I would visit him for supper and sit with him by his 
real fire. After supper he would get me to read from the Psalms. 
Then he would have a word of prayer and I would sit and look 
across at him intently, because this was a time I wanted to 
remember. 

As a Methodist Local Preacher, I find that during the vestry prayer 
I feel humbled by the conviction and support of the steward, and it 
is another time to be remembered. Our private devotions are also 
a time when we can feel the presence of God. 

It is for us in our daily life when in fellowship with our neighbour, 
whoever they might be, to be in the likeness of Christ. 

But there are risks and situations in life of which we need to be 
aware. These we wisely avoid. God has many others to do his 
work. 

In Micah chapter 6, verse 8 (NIV) the question is asked, ’And what 
does the Lord require of you?’ The response is, ‘To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.’ 

Jesus points towards the love of God for the poor, the sick, the 
vulnerable and the oppressed of society. Jesus healed the ten 
men with leprosy (Luke 17:11-17), ate with a tax collectors in the 
tax collector’s home (Matthew 9;9-13) and  intervened for the 
woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11). There are also the stories 
of the Good Samaritan (Luke10:30-37) and The Prodigal Son 
(Luke15:11-32) 

In Matthew chapter25, verse 33-40) (GNB) Jesus says ‘I was 
hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a 
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stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you 
clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you 
visited me.’  And then he says, ‘I tell you, whenever you did this for 
one of the least important of these members of my family, you did it 
for me!’  We are called to love and to serve others. Beloved, as we 
venture out into a troubled and turbulent world, let us be a spiritual 
home, but ever mindful of the need for safeguarding. 

 Tom Alexander

THE APOCRYPHA 
  
Over the last few years, I’ve written a number of articles about the 
development of the Bible and have referred in passing to the 
collection of texts that we know as the Apocrypha. In bibles that 
include these texts, they stand between the Old and New 
Testaments. Often, however, they are not included at all; and even 
when they are, their position and labelling give them a peculiar 
status. So, as we enter Lent this month, a period which from 
earliest times has been used for further study, it seems a 
reasonable point in the year to examine what the Apocrypha 
actually is. 
  
‘Apocrypha’ comes from a Greek word meaning ‘hidden’, but since 
the fifth century it has been used to describe certain books that 
were not universally accepted as part of what had become by then 
to be a fairly well established collection of works making up the 
Old and New Testaments of the Christian Bible.  
  
Why use this term ‘apocrypha’, ‘hidden’, in this way? To find the 
answer, we need to take account of the fact that, in the centuries 
before the coming of Christ and for some time after, there were 
flourishing Jewish communities throughout the East. Most were 
Greek-speaking, and so tended to use Greek versions of the 
Jewish Scriptures, which were translated from Hebrew. These 
Greek-speaking communities, integrated into a wider and more 
diverse literary and philosophical world than that of the orthodox 
world of Judaea, gradually added to the recognised (canonical) 
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collection of Jewish texts a number of others which they found 
useful. It is from these traditions and their accumulated additional 
books that we have the texts often now classified as ‘The 
Apocrypha’. They were written in Greek, mostly between 200 BC 
and AD 200, although some are earlier than this and some later. 
They were ‘hidden from’ – that is to say, not recognised by – the 
Jewish canon and were thus ‘apocryphal’. So, as the Bible 
gradually developed, with the Jewish Scriptures being the basis of 
our Old Testament, they were sometimes regarded as having a 
rather ambiguous status. That said, many of these texts appear 
quite commonly in the earliest surviving bibles. It was Martin 
Luther’s Bible of 1534 that first bundled them together in a 
separate section, standing between the Old and New Testaments. 
This position gives them their alternative name of the 
‘intertestamental’ books. 
  
With a history such as this, there is predictably some variation 
within the many traditions of Christendom about which apocryphal 
books are ‘in’ and which are ‘out’. In the English Civil War, the 
Puritans excluded the Apocrypha altogether, and in the nineteenth 
century the British and Foreign Bible Society, promoting the 
English Bible in the world-wide mission-field, likewise excluded it.  
But the apocryphal or intertestamental works were included in the 
great post-Reformation bibles from Tudor and Stuart times, 
including the King James Bible. The Book of Common Prayer has 
some readings from the Apocrypha, and phrases from it are found 
in the liturgy, although the Church of England’s foundational Thirty-
Nine Articles makes a clear distinction by describing these books 
as being ‘for instruction in life and manners, but not for the 
establishment of doctrine’ (Article 6). Yet in some Christian 
traditions certain of the apocryphal books are accepted as part of 
the Old Testament canon. The Roman Church reaffirmed this at 
the Council of Trent in the sixteenth century, as did the Eastern 
Orthodox Church at the Synod of Jerusalem in the seventeenth. 
‘The Apocrypha’ is consequently not a hard-and-fast collection. 
  
Joyce Hill 
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PROJECT NEWS FOR THE LINK, FEBRUARY 2023. 
  
First of all, the Project Group would like to thank all those who 
have supported the events through December and January - two 
Saturday Coffee Mornings plus the Christmas Concert – all 
providing us with even more funds to donate to Zarach. 

The Christmas Coffee Morning raised £619, an incredible amount, 
followed by the Christmas Concert which raised £420 and finally, 
January’s Coffee Morning, raising over £280.  A total of +£1,300 
within a month! Many, many thanks. 

There are too many people to name individually but to all those 
involved in the running of these events, a sincere thank you for 
your time and enthusiasm, without which none of these would 
happen.  

Our next event, already advertised, is a lunch following the service 
on Sunday February 12th. A change in the menu has been 
suggested and we are now offering shepherd’s pie followed by 
apple crumble and custard. Numbers are limited to 40 guests and 
tickets will be on sale from mid-January. Please watch the weekly 
notices for further details. 
   
In Spring, we have a welcome return from the Castleford Young 
Musicians on Friday May 19th. This group of young people have 
entertained us in the past with their excellent and varied 
musicianship. Do put this date in your diary so you don’t miss 
another inspirational and heart-warming evening. 

The Project group will be meeting to arrange other events for 
which we seek your support.  If you have any ideas you would like 
to suggest,do please get in touch with one of us.  

Our thanks again, 
Margaret Farrar 
On behalf of the Project Group. 
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LIDGETT PARK TODDLER GROUP
 
Lidgett Park Toddler Group meet every Thursday morning from 10 
till 11.30 pm during term time. We are a small friendly group of 
mums, dads, grandparents, Carers babies and toddlers.
 
We are looking for one or two volunteers to make and serve, 
drinks and snacks during the sessions. You would only be needed 
every 4 to 5 weeks. If you think that this is something you could 
do or would like any more information, then please do get in touch 
with me.
 
Thanks,
Jan Sanders janetsanders2014@outlook.com 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 
 
17th Feb 2023. This will be an OPEN meeting as the Speaker is 
David Laycock on the 'Travails of a Local Preacher' and we think 
his talk will be of interest to quite a few people as well as the 
group of ladies who normally attend.  So, 10.30 am in the 
Community Hall.  Refreshments provided.  Usual fee of £3.  
Come along and join us. 
 
Lynne and Anne

mailto:janetsanders2014@outlook.com
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

The following is reproduced with the permission of the BBC. 

When you live in a democracy you have the privilege of complaining 
about it, participating in improving it or doing nothing, as is your 
right. It’s quite easy to take your freedom to do these things for 
granted. Until perhaps you hear of a country where just to protest, 
or want to improve things leads to jail, torture or death.  
  
Of all countries in this world, a third live under authoritarian rule, 
according to the Economist’s Democracy Index. Only 6% meet 
criteria of ‘full democracy,’ as assessed by their measure of 
pluralism, rule of law and civil liberties. Most countries are called 
‘flawed democracies’, of which the United States is now considered 
one.  
  
But the democracy that gave us ‘Government of the people, by the 
people and for the people’ is not the only one under strain. Unhappy 
populations in usually stable democracies are blaming the system 
for their woes. The dissatisfaction has seen a surge in populism, 
racism, and nationalism.  
  
No-one pretends democracy is perfect. As Churchill once said, 
‘Many forms of Government will be tried in this world of sin and woe. 
Indeed, it has been said democracy is the worst form of 
Government, except for all those other forms that have been tried 
from time to time.’  
  
Alternatives are available to us – theocracy, monarchy, even self-
perpetuating autocracy - but before we swap one for the other let’s 
be clear about what we could be giving up. Democracy is flawed, 
but better to retain Churchill’s pragmatic hope that it’s the best 
we’ve got. For all its defects, they are defects we are free to 
change.  
  
In the Bible, God watches the people have a go at tribal 
governance, theocracy and monarchy with little obvious sign of 
progress. Along the way, they fall prey to dictatorship, racial 
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discrimination and deifying the nation. All of which are condemned 
by the prophets who heroically keep calling the people back to a 
better way.  
  
Jesus lived under imperial occupation, caught between a 
theocratic people and an autocratic king. But rather than suggest 
a new, improved version of government, he described a world 
where the marginalised have a voice, we care for people beyond 
our own boundaries, and leaders serve rather than dominate.  
  
I’d argue these values still imbue and can influence our own 
systems of government. In the recent US mid-term elections, 
described as ‘a battle for the soul of the nation’, the first black 
senator for Georgia, Raphael Warnock, likened voting to being ‘a 
prayer for the world we desire’.  
  
Everyone having a vote that counts would be something. In this 
‘world of sin and woe’ it’s still possible to see democracy as the 
political enactment of a spiritual idea that everyone has an 
essential worth. An idea found in the God who gives away power 
to the people, for the people. 
  
Rhidian Brook - 30/12/2022 

ERRATUM 

Audrey Gabbitas has asked me to point out that there is a misprint 
in her article GROWING UP IN WARTIME in the December & 
January issue of The Link. In the first line of the article the date 
should read Sunday 3rd September 1939 and not 1949. Editor.

PRAYER 
In prayer it is better to have a heart without words, than words 
without a heart. 
John Bunyan 1628-1688
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BIRD QUIZ (answers on page 21) 

1.    The husks of corn go by measurement                             
2.    Arouse the pussy?                                                                
3.    Precious metal tops the waves                                           
4.    Can you take pear round for him?                                     
5.     Sign of a happy dog                                                            
6.    Could be a regal angler                                                       
7.    Sounds like he might work with a spade                           
8.    Lose this standing up, then wait here to get on stage    
9.    Can you spy roe around here anywhere?                        
10.   Street with an athlete                                                         
11.   When a count takes a spin he’s there                             
12.   Could be a bit of a narrow raised strip                            
13.   Cold place, changes direction                                          
14.   Sounds to swindle an entrance 
15.   Stop! Danger colour begins!                                 

ZARACH 
In September 2022 Bex Wilson, the founder of the charity Zarach 
that we are supporting this year started an online petition asking 
the government to adopt a National Sleep Strategy that would take 
steps to end bed poverty for children in the UK.  
When 100,000 signatures are reached a debate can be held in 
Parliament. All of this is a way of getting publicity for an issue.  
A debate in parliament was held on December 19. Sadly, there 
were only a few MPs present and our local Leeds MPs were not 
there. The transcript of the debate shows that the effects of 
children not having beds was clearly put over by the few MPs that 
spoke. This included Kim Leadbetter from Batley and Spen. I don’t 
expect that the backers of this petition expected the actual debate 
to bring about new policies from the government. The government 
spokesman did not agree with drawing up a new Sleep Strategy to 
provide beds for children and thought that there was enough being 
done. 
In contrast, the response at Lidgett Park to the project has been 
extremely generous. A huge thank you to you all.  
Sue Wittrick  
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Re – scheduled -BIBLE STUDY 

Some might say that as we approach this Winter, with 
strikes abound, fuel costs rising alarmingly, the war in 

Ukraine, to name but a few, we are approaching a 
wilderness of uncertainty. 

  
  

A Way through the Wilderness is a five-session course 
by Paula Gooder, which explores God's promise to 
comfort his people as they struggle through life's 

wildernesses. 
  

Each session focuses on an aspect of God’s 
comfort, based on a short passage from Isaiah. 

  
ON ZOOM – Code to follow 
Wednesdays 10-11.30am 

January 4th, 11th, 18th & February 1st, 15th 



21

BIRD QUIZ ANSWERS 

1.    Chaffinch 
2.    Kittiwake 
3.    Goldcrest 
4.    Parakeet 
5.    Wagtail 
6.    Kingfisher 
7.    Shoveller 
8.    Lapwing 
9.    Osprey 
10.  Road-Runner 
11.  Toucan 
12.  Partridge 
13.  Arctic Tern 
14.  Condor 
15.  Redstart 
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